Would like Meachum 
to clear up comments 
made in his column 

A recent column by Roy Meachum was titled “A 
Right, A Duty," and Mr. Meachum returned to his 
favorite topic — .events In Israel. I would like Mr. 
Meachum to clear up several points in future columns. 
The first was caused by this quote from his article: 

“If much of the world has forgotten the killing and 
dying in 1943 Warsaw, I have not. A ragtag collection 
of men and women, buttressed by children and a few 
aged, stood off the might of the surrounding Nazi army 
for months. The ghetto fighters refused to surrender 
because life no longer held hope for them. Were they 
alive, those men and women would understand today’s 
Palestinians.” 

Yes, those men and women would understand the 
Jews of Israel and their fear of extermination by 
hostile, hateful people. They would fight for Israel. 
They would applaude the restraint that Israel is show- 
ing. Yes, too, a people who were surrounded by an 
enemy willing to kill all Jews of all ages, nationalities 
and circumstances would understand the position of 
Israel 1 . - 

Did Mr. Meachum mean the interpretation I have 
given his words or did he mean that the Jews of 
Warsaw would be on the side of the Palestinians? 
There are survivors of the war against the Jews in 
Europe during the 1940s. If there are some who are 
now with the Palestinians, let Mr. Meachum identify 
them. 

It would be impossible to claim that all Israel does is 
right and all the Palestinians do is wrong. And many in 
Israel as well as the U.S. are critical of some of 
Israel’s actions. But not of Israel’s right to survive. 
Let any Arab — or anyone else — walk quietly down the 
streets of Tel Aviv at any time. And let it be known that 
this is going on. Do you, gentle reader, believe that the 
Jews of Israel will kill the Arab? Now change the 
person to a Jew and the city to, um, we have a problem 
here. 

No Jew can even enter most Moslem countries. So I 
can’t pick any city at all in Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi, 
etc. But let’s suppose the Jew did find a city in a 
Moslem country. In how many would he be killed? 
Yes, Mr. Meachum, many of them. Even non-Moslem 
countries have seen the indiscriminate killing of Jews 
by dedicated Moslems. 

Mr. Meachum seems to feel that the only people in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict who count are the 
Palestinians. Perhaps the last sentence that I quoted 
of his means he does indeed understand the desire of 
the Israeli enemies to wipe Israel out completely. 


Perhaps he can address that issue. 

Secondly, I’d like to ask Mr. Meachum why he has 
started to use phrases like “the occupation power” or 
“the occupation regime” rather than “Israel.” Is he 
attempting to recognize that citizens of Israel are 
divided on the matter of Gaza, the West Bank, the 
treatment of Palestinians, etc? And so, rather than use 
the word “Israel,” he is separating the country of 
Israel into parts? Or is he trying to avoid the word 
“Israel” for another reason? 

Perhaps Mr. Meachum will not directly answer 
these questions and the remarks of other letter 
writers. But at least let him say that he won’t answer 
his critics. The lives of Jews as well as non-Jews are 
equally important simply because they are both 
people. Mr. Meachum should not leave “hanging” 
doubts that he believes that. 
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